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It  is  requested  that  the  necessary  metal! urgical  analysis  be  performed  on 
the  attached  sample. 


Chief,  Technical  Analysis  Division 

lhieili'’^nge„lj!£r>aJ*iJ^itni 
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6-5362 
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TOt  UCIAXS 


Fren  HCREXl! 
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1.  The  submitted  smnple  was  a oast  aluminuia  alloy  of  ordinary  ootsneroicl 
quality.  It  was  a sand  oasting.  and  probably  made  from  a material  equivalent  to 
Alooa  113  alloy.  Ulorosooplo  investlf.ation  revealed  the  oasting  to  have  a consider- 
able fc^unt  of  soattered  poiosity.  The  cuter  layers  of  grains  were  partially 
reoiystallieed  indioatlcg  that  the  part  was  subjeot  to  fairly  high  terperatures 

at  its  surface.  ^ 

2.  A deposit  rhioh  appeared  to  be  grayish  blaok  covered  both  eurlhces  of  the 
•aople.  The  deposit  on  one  side  was  in  waves  su^  as  Touid  ooour  if  hot  ** smoke’* 
gases  passed  over  it  at  ki^  roeeds.  Ihe  deposit  was  gray  in  oolor  vhen  separated 
and  powdered.  X-ray  diffraction  metlods  revealed  that  it  contained  one  oxyctcjLiine 
amteriai.  CaC03.  while  speotiogzaphlo  tests  indicated  thsit  the  metallic  elements 

in  the  deposit  were  principally  Ca.  with  major  amounts  of  Al,  Si  and  Ug.  Corrosion 
spots  weare  present  at  soattered  places  on  ths  surfhoe. 

3*  An  spproxiEBte  speotrographlo  analysis  of  the  baee  naterial  of  tiie  oasting 
made.  The  elements  found,  including  all  the  trace  elements. weret 
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UNITED  STATES  AIR  FORCE 
The  iNSFECTOlt  GCNCRAL 
OFFICE  OF  SPECIAL  INVCSTIGAT lOMS 

REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION 


SIGHTING  OF  FLYING  DISC  DO  #9, 

(Fragment  of  Metal  foimd  n»ta> 

on  canal  and  Boxirbon  Street  15 » 19 » 

Intersection,  New  Orleans,  La*)  ornct of cmiain 
On  13  August  1949  DO  #9, 

STATUS 


DATE 


14  Sept  1949 


LOUIS  H.  COLE?^N 


DO  #9,  Barksdale  AFB»  La* 


15,  19,  22  August  1949 


Barksdale  AFB,  La* 


CLOSED 


CHARACTCR 


S FECIAL  INW.UIRY  » CNCONVEN-xIONAL  AIRCRAFT 


RCPERCNCe 

Hone 

SYNOPSIS 


■his  is  an  initial  report* 


on  13  August  1949,  at  approxlmaueiy  2145  hours,  a metal 
object  allegedly  fell  to  the  pavement  at  the  intersection  of 
Canal  and  Bourbon  Streets  in  New  Orleans,  Louisiana*  This 
object  is  pie-chaped  apparently  of  a metal  alloy  construction* 
The  exterior  is  covered  with  a sooty  suostance  while  under- 
neath the  metal  is  of  a silvery-gray  color*  Two  (2)  sides 
of  the  object  are  rough,  inaicating  that  the  metal  may  have 
been  broken  from  a larger  piece*  The  rounaed  edge  of  the 
object  is  apparently  a finished  edge*  The  object  varies  in 
thickness  from  approximately  one-eighth  inch  {!/&**)  to  one- 
half  inch  (l/2”)»  Witnesses  to  this  Incident  were  patrolman 

of  the  New  Orleans  City  Police,  Mr*  dBSMRm 

RtMiRWEEA  fot*  the 
Illinois  Ce^ral  Railroad,  and  )i^ • , news 

vendor*  Buildings  in  the  vicinity  of  alleged  incident  were 
exasiined  with  negative  results  to  determine  if  the  object 
fell  from  a bulldlng..^,^VAiS; 

XT  5 

W CL03^,„,,  . AV  . u. 


OISTRIM/nON 

^G,  AMC,  wright- 
patterson  AFB* 
Dayton,  Ohio 
(Action  Cy)  2 

Hu  OSI  2 

3d  Region  Commander  1 

1 ACTION  COPY  POFWAIIOCD  TO  | 

1 Commanding  General 
Air  Uateriel  Command 
Wrignt-Fatterson  AFB 
Dayton,  Ohio 

1 

! RLi  STAMP 

UO  flFO  (IIUO  X 

DO  #9,  File  1 

1 

^ AAPNOVED 

EDWARD  R*  FORD 
Major,  USAF 

Ceaieieedpf. 

UNCLASSintO ' ' 1 

1 
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DETAILS: 


AT  NEW 


LOUISIANA 


UHCLASSIFIEC* 


On  15  August  1949 9 

_ Street*  revealed  that  he  was  on  duty  for  the  New 

Orleans  Police  Department  at  approximate iy  <;i4S  hours*  on 
13  August  1949*  at  the  intersection  of  Canal  and  Qourbcn  Streets. 
At  this  time*  Mr«flM||||^0  heard  a sharp  explosion  and  after  a 
lapse  of  five  (5)  minutes*  a whirring  sound  which  ended  in  the 
clattering  of  a piece  of  metal  to  the  pavement  approximately 
ten  feet  (lU*)  from  where  Ur«  jpHHM  was  standing.  Mr. 
'IBlMil^dld  not  observe  the  object  imtll  It  had  struck  the 
pavement*  at  which  time,  he  took  the  object  into  custody*  and 
als^^^  name  oi  one  (1)  witness*  a Mr.  WppWWBBBfcof 
MfPlHiPk  Street*  According  to  Mr.  there  was  no 

evidence  of  exhaust  or  any  odor  connected  wltn  tho  object* 

described  the  wnlrrlng  noise  which  he  heard  as 
atmjiar  to  a scream.  Mr.  checked  btilldlngs  in  the 

laonedlate  vicinity  to  ascertain  If  tne  object  could  have  faxlen 
from  one  (1)  of  these  ouildlngs*  but  there  was  no  evidence  of 
such* 


Mr.  HHBIV  turned  this  object  over  to  OSI  Agents 
and  the  object  Is  now  In  the  custody  of  9th  OSI  headquarters* 
Barksdale  Air  Force  Base*  Louisiana. 


of  Street* 

for  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad* 
revealed  on  IS  August  1949*  that  on  the  night  of  13  August  1949* 
at  approximately  2145  hours*  he  and  his  wife  were  sitting  in 
their  car  parked  at  the  intersection  of  Canal  and  Bourbon  Streets. 
The  automobile  was  parked  approximately  four  ( 4 ) car  lengths 

from  the  place  of  the  Impact  of  the  object*  did  not 

observe  the  object  in  flight*  but  did  go  to  the  scene  as  soon  as 
he  heard  the  clatter  of  metsii  on  the  sidewalk  ana  saw  the  crowd 
begin  to  gather*  According  to  Mr*^JliBI^  the  first  person  who 
noted  the  object  was  a news  vendoa!^  at^  the  Intersection  who  was 
identified  as  Mr. 

related  that  ah'  unidentlWed  bab  driver  had  observed  the  Incident 
and  urged  the  news  vendor^^^xontact  local  newspapers  ana  report 
the  "flying  disc"*  Mr.  also  stated  that  the  policeman 

on  duty  at  the  Intersection  was  not  aware  of  the  object  until 
he  was  called  to  the  scene  by  a member  of  che  crowd  which  gathered 
Mr.^HPV  did  not  observe  any  smoke  or  fumes  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Impact* 


3*  on  22  August  1949*  Mr* 

Street*  Identified  hlnself  as  the  news  vendor  who  had  first 
observed  the  object  wxilch  struck  the  pavement  on  13  August  1949* 
JCr*  ves  approximately  ten  (10)  to  twenty  (20)  feet  from 

the  point  of  Impact  and  the  object  which  narrowly  missed  a 
pedestrian*  The  object  came  from  the  air  In  a south-southwesterly 


UNCLASSlHEO 


Details • Pile  24-24  (continued) 


(wri  ASSIHEO 

had  previously  stated  that  he 


dlreotlon»  although  Ur» 

did  not  see  the  object  until  It  had  struck  the  pavement*  A 
ntinber  or  pedestrians  were  at  the  Intersection  at  the  time  and 
a crowd  soon  gathex'Sd*  Members  of  the  crowd  urged  Mr* 
to  contact  the  newspaper  and  report  the  "flying  disc"  and  a 
■enber  of  the  crowd  called  a policeman  to  the  scene*  Mr* 
HMHI^  could  offer  no  further  information  relative  to  the 
object* 


4*  Buildings  Inaedlately  adjacent  to  the  area  at  which 
the  object  allegedly  fell  were  examined  by  OSl  Agents  on  19 
August  1949*  It  was  Impossible  to  locate  a so\u?ce  of  the 
object  In  any  of  the  buildings  Inspected* 

5*  The  object  which  was  recovered  by  patrolman 
Is  a pie-shaped  object  apparently  of  a metal  alloy  construction* 
The  exterior  Is  covered  with  a sooty  substance  while  under- 
neath the  metal  Is  of  a silvery-gray  color*  Two  (2)  sides  of 
the  Object  are  roughs  indicating  that  the  metal  may  have  been 
broken  from  a larger  piece*  The  rounded  edge  of  the  object 
is  apparently  a finished  edge*  The  object  varies  In  thickness 
from  approxl^tely  one-eighth  Inch  (1/8”)  to  one-half  Inch 
(V2”). 


It  should  be  noted  that  the  only  positive  Information 
Indicating  that  the  object  came  from  the  air  was  from  Patrolman 
HpIlilKf  which  was  reported  In  Paragraph  1 above*  Contrary  to 
fftroli^n  statement^  the  two  (2)  additional  witnesses 

reported  that  was  not  aware  of  the  object  \mtll  he 

was  called  to  the  scene  from  his  traffic  duties  after  the  dis- 
covery of  the  object*  Mr*.4HHHIf*  news  vendor^  stated  that 
he  did  not  see  the  object  until  It  had  struck  the  pavement 
and  later  stated  that  It  had  fallen  from  the  air* 


IMCL03URES: 


FOR  COMT^KDlNCt  GEI^ERAL.  AIR  MATERIEL 


WRIGHT  PA'i'TERSON 


Two  (2)  each  photographs^  four  (4)  views  of  object* 


FOR  HEADQUARTERS  OSI*  WASHINGTON,  D*  C*: 

One  (1)  each  of  the  above  listed  photographs* 
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g 


2U-2U,  9th  Dist  OSI,  lit  Sop  L9  UNCLASSin^ 

Subj*  Sighting  ftf  Flying  Disc 

/AYf) 

2d  Ind 

Headquarters,  Jth  District  SI  (IG),  Barlcsdale  AFB,  La.,  6 October  19h0 

TOi  Concianding  General,  Air  Iteteriel  Cormand,  Vj'rif^t-Pattsrscn  AF3, 

Chlo  (ATTEimCII:  ?!CIAXS) 

Metal  fragnents  nailed  under  eeparate  cover,  this  -ate,  in  accordance 
with  request  in  above  1st  Indorse,. ent. 


JCLIT  C. 

^ Lt  Colonel,  USAF 

District  Comander 
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HBADQOiRTERS  UNITED  STATES  AIS  FORCE 
THE  INSPECTOR  GENERAL 
Office  of  Specifil  Investigations 


IN  REPLY  REFER  TO:  24-24 


UNCLASSinEP 


9th  061  District 
Barksdale  ATB,  to. 

14  September  1949 


SUBJECT: 


TO: 


SIGHTING  OP  PLYING  DISC 
(Fragment  of  HetaX  Found 
On  Canal  and  Bourbon  Street 
Intersection^  New  Orleans,  La«) 

On  IS  August  1949 

SPECIAL  INUUIRY  - UNCONVENTIONAL  AIRCRkPT 


Commanding  General 
Air  Materiel  Command 
Wrlght-Patterson  Air 
Dayton,  Ohio 


Force  Base 


le  Transmitted  herewitn  Is  Closed  Report  of  Investi- 
gation regarding  above  Subject* 

2*  9th  District  OSI  does  not  contemplate  any  further 
action  in  this  case* 


f 


8 

3 


1 incl: 

Rpt  of  Invest  (2) 


2U-2U  (14  Sept  49) 


EDWARD  R.  FORD 
Major,  USAF 
District  Commander 


1st  Ind 


Cjrp  30  1^49  MC lAXS/GWT/amo 


Eq  AMC,  Wrlght-PattersoD  Air  Foroe  Base,  Dayton,  Ohio 

TOi  The  Inspector  Oeneral,  USAP,  9th  Distrlot  Offioe  of  Speoial  Investi- 
gations, Barksdale  AFB,  La« 

Request  metal  fragments  mentioned  in  referenced  report  be  forwarded 
this  Headauarters . attezrtioni  UCIAXS. 


FOR  TH3  COUrUNDIliG  GENERALi 


Inoli  W/d 


vjHetASSiFiEa 


HfeOLD  B.  WATSON 

Colonel,  USAF  ' ^ 

Chief,  Intelligence  Department 
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